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F r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

On The Cover:
LaRue Architects and BufordHawthorne Builders 
created a beautifully layered home that encompasses 
terraces, steps and balconies, and walls of windows 
to view it all when indoors. Page 26

ack in my mid-twenties, a colleague made the comment, “I love 
that art can be anything.” I immediately responded, “That’s 
what I hate about it.” And I really meant it at the time. Well, 
fast forward 30 years and I’m considerably more openminded 
about art. I’ve also come to recognize the interchangeability 
between art and design, and that like art, design is anything 

and everywhere. It’s in how we dress, travel, entertain, eat and, of course, style 
our homes. Design reflects who and where we are at a particular moment; ever-
evolving. The homes in this issue reflect each homeowners’ request: This is how I 
want to live. Design my house for it.

LaRue Architects accommodated all of their client’s interests and collections 
when designing their multi-leveled home built by BufordHawthorne. Inside, one 
level is open for entertaining while private areas are tucked away, but throughout, 
views of the property show the cascading of multiple outdoor living areas, down to 
a lap pool and guest house and ending at a private pond.

In Austin, three early-1900 homes were rescued and restored and readied for the 
future. The inspiration for a downtown bungalow, designed by Tim Cuppett Archi-
tecture + Interiors, was a cross between “Keep Austin Weird” and “Howdy, Neigh-
bor” with clean, colorful interiors and exterior details that fit comfortably within the 
context of the neighborhood. For Jay Hargrave and his architect client, the historic 
main house was restored but it’s the additional building constructed behind it that 
proved to be a clever use of garage space with a second story living area. The chal-
lenge was adhering to city codes while providing enough living space for a family of 
three. A City of Austin Historic Landmark came with strict design constraints but 
Avenue B Development and Fazio Architects carefully preserved the home’s façade 
while completely revisioning the interiors with loads of modern amenities.

Another separate dwelling unit was designed out of necessity for two artists 
needing a studio. At just barely over 1,000 square feet, Erica Keast Heroy com-
fortably included work space for both artists, a sleeping loft with a bathroom and 
darkroom, and a kitchenette that allows the space to be completely livable and 
workable at the same time.

This time in COLLECTION, we feature Catrina Kendrick, Dawn Hearn and Jana 
Valdez, each established and recognized for their contributions to the design world.

The three months of prime holiday season are upon us. I wish you many happy 
eatings, outings, gatherings and more eatings as we move through the end of 2018.

Trisha Doucette

A well-designed life

B
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CAMBERLEY PENDANT BY PARK HARBOR
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design | custom closets

Custom closet design requires a lot of forethought 

and even more design savvy to create an efficient 

and organized space for your wardrobe. 

While professional closet designers will help you 

every step of the way, it’s best to assess your storage 

needs beforehand. Here are a few guidelines to help 

you prep for your closet makeover.

  Dream 
CLOSETS

1. TAKE AN INVENTORY OF YOUR CLOTHES AND KNOW 
THEIR DIMENSIONS.

Now is the time to examine your wardrobe and remove 
items that are out of style, ill-fitting or never worn. If you have 
a hard time with the purging process, enlist the help of an hon-
est but kind friend or a professional.  Once you get started, it’s 
an easy process. Give yourself permission to keep an outfit 
that has sentimental value. There are many places to donate 

CONTAINER STORE

TAILORED LIVING
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these items where they will be appreciated 
and they won’t take up space in your beauti-
ful new closet.

Next, take a count. Do you own more dress-
es or blouses? Will you be storing winter 
coats and jackets? How many pairs of shoes 
will be stored? Handbags? Other accessories 
like scarves and jewelry? Once you have de-
termined what you need storage for, consider 
whether you’re planning to hang clothes and 
accessories or fold/store on shelves.

Double-hang sections will accommodate 
a wardrobe composed of mostly blouses, 
dress shirts and pants, and will also help 
to maximize your storage space. For sin-
gle-hang sections, incorporate only what is 
needed for dresses and long coats.

• Shirts, blouses, jackets and suit coats will require a 
   24-inch-deep area.
• Coats and dresses: up to 68 inches of vertical space.
• Pants and jeans: at least 32 inches of vertical space 
   when folded in half.
• Skirts: up to 45 inches of vertical space.
• Folded sweaters and shirts: 9 to 15 inches of linear 
   space each — 12 is ideal.

2. EFFECTIVELY MAXIMIZE SPACE BY FINDING THE BEST 
SOLUTION FOR CORNERS.

Corners can be tricky, but to utilize as much space as pos-
sible, consider rods to hang seasonal attire that won’t require 
regular access or shelving to store handbags and shoes. Cor-
ner rods might seem like a good solution, but they actually 
cut the hanging space by up to 40 inches versus going to the 
end of the wall. If you are tight on space, utilizing corners to 
incorporate 12-inch-deep shelving for shoes or handbags is a 
very efficient solution. Don’t worry. A 12-inch shelf will handle 
a really large men’s shoe!

3. IF THERE’S ROOM, INCORPORATE AN ISLAND.
It’s true that islands require a considerable amount of 

space, but the additional drawer and countertop space is a 
dream come true. Regardless of the size of the island, allow-
ing a 36-inch walkway on each side is ideal. If you’re willing to 
sacrifice a little clearance, you could get by with 24- to 30-inch 
walkways. Drawers in an island are typically more shallow, 
but they are also a great place to incorporate compartmental-
ized jewelry drawers, a laundry hamper and a drawer with a 
pull out ironing board. Drawers can also be outfitted with a 
charging station. Don’t forget power!

4. ACCOMMODATE YOUR SHOE COLLECTION.
Whether you plan to use shoe shelves, flat shelves or cub-

bies, make sure they are big enough to fit all styles of shoes 
(and a new pair or two in the future). Allowing 8 inches of 
space for women’s shoes and 10 inches for men’s is a safe 
option. Another trick is to turn one shoe the other direc-
tion. This allows you to see the front and back of every pair 
of shoes and squeezes in a few more inches on each shelf. 
Also consider shoe height. Your booties might require up 

CONTAINER STORE

TAILORED LIVING

CONTAINER STORE
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7. LOOK UP.
The shelf above each section is a great place to store lug-

gage and out-of-season clothing. To keep things neat, invest 
in baskets, fabric covered boxes or other decorative, but 
functional storage. If you want to keep the look luxe, opt 
for crown molding. It typically adds very little cost and lots 
of style. u

CONTAINER STORE
210-341-7848   |   www.containerstore.com

SHELFGENIE
888-491-6191
www.shelfgenie.com/san-antonio

TAILORED LIVING
210-585-3640
www.tailoredliving.com/sanantonionorth/

CONTAINER STORE

SHELFGENIE

TAILORED LIVING

to 10 inches while knee-high boots can extend to over 17 
inches. Adjustable shelves will allow you to accommodate 
all heights. Open vertical space is not something you want 
in a closet!

5. ADD A BENCH OR CHAIR FOR 
COMFORT AND DESIGN.

Sure, they are a great spot to sit and put 
on shoes, but some benches can even pro-
vide extra storage underneath. Use the addi-
tion of a bench or chair as an opportunity to 
personalize your space and incorporate col-
or, and include decorative lighting, artwork, 
perhaps a wallpapered accent wall and a full-
length mirror if room allows.

6. ACCESSORIZE!
Handbags, scarves, belts, ties, jewelry… 

The best way to quickly pull all of your out-
fits together is to have an organized selec-
tion of accessories. Belt and tie racks, shelv-
ing for handbags, hangers for scarves and 
drawer trays for jewelry are all smart ways 
to efficiently store your personal belongings.
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Decks   u   Pergolas   u   Patio Covers   u   Screen Rooms   u   Carports   u   Steel Planters

Railings   u   Stairways   u   Outdoor Kitchens   u   Custom Ironworks   u   Doors   u   Fences

512-410-2510       u       www.moderndeckandoutdoors.com  



market | kitchen & bath

Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery has compiled a 
glimpse into what will be trending next throughout the coun-
try. After product research and discussions with leading inte-
rior designers, manufactur-
ers and industry insiders, 
these are their top trends.

SMOLDERING HUES
Consider the possibili-

ties of the gray spectrum, 
a popular color trend for 
the home. From warm 
light grays to the coolness 
of matte black, these tones 
add a subtle layer of in-
trigue and distinction.

COASTAL EDGE
Inspired by the easygo-

ing style of life lived near 
open waters, the Coastal 
Edge trend showcases 
relaxed elegance for the 
modern home. Taking cues 
from nautical designs and 
reclaimed materials, these 
products beautifully merge 
modern style with coastal 
influence.

SUBTLE SURPRISES
Be it inlaid motifs, artis-

tic expressions or thought-
ful tech integrations, these 
daring products will re-
quire you to take a second 
–and third– look.

TALK-TO-ME TECH
Talk-to-Me Tech products get things done ... with the sound 

of your voice. Pairing with popular platforms such as Google 
Home, Alexa and Apple HomePod, these smart faucets, fans 
and appliances easily integrate into the connected home.

MODERN MARKINGS
From etched motifs to 

geometric patterns, the 
Modern Markings trend 
highlights the arrangement 
of shapes to form dynamic 
compositions with a sense 
of movement. Showcasing 
a rhythmic sequence of 
textures and lines, these 
products expand the possi-
bilities for endless mixing 
and matching.

GLOBETROTTING
If wanderlust drives you 

to express your desire for 
travel, consider selecting a 
light fixture that features 
globes. The round orbs of-
fer a playful mid-century 
modern vibe with the futur-
istic simplicity of 1950s de-
sign. With finishes ranging 
from clear glass to reflec-
tive metallic, the globes can 
be as diverse as the stamps 
in your passport.

TROUBLE-FREE TRANSFORMATIONS
When it’s time for an upgrade, select products that improve 

performance and modernize your daily routine. Offering easy 
installation and seamless integration into existing layouts, 

TRENDS &  
INFLUENCES

KOHLER COMPONENTS 
BATHROOM SINK FAUCET

CAPITAL LIGHTING 
KIMA CHANDELIER

INFINITY DRAIN 
LINEAR SHOWER DRAIN

One of the most trusted resources for interior designers, 

builders and remodelers across the country has weighed 

in on the latest styles and innovative trends that are 

making an impression in today’s homes.
MONOGRAM FRENCH-DOOR 

WALL OVEN

KOHLER KENSHO 
BATHROOM SINK

TECH LIGHTING 
VIAGGIO CHANDELIER
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remodel-friendly products provide a quick transformation to 
refresh the style and functionality of your space.

BRASSIC
When selecting a transitional metallic hue, consider a trend 

combination we like to call Brassic — where brass tones meet 
classic design. The warm accent of this time-honored finish 
complements every style from traditional to modern.

INTENTIONAL 
INTEGRATIONS

These multifunctional mas-
terpieces are infused with 
thoughtful design elements 
that take the chore out of 
routine tasks. Featuring cus-
tomizable settings and inte-
grated tech enhancements, 
form and function are indis-
tinguishable.

DUO OF THE YEAR
Circles and squares are emerging as the perfect pair with 

their geometric silhouettes and precise proportions. When 
you line up products and circle back to what grabs your atten-
tion in design, you’ll notice these fundamental shapes.

BEAD IT
When you want to show-

case lighting with multi-
faceted threads of style, 
just bead it. Lighting with 
strands of crystal, wooden 
or pearlescent beads pres-
ent a sophisticated flair for 
artful detail.

SHADE ON SHADE
With a light source that 

is entirely concealed or 
delicately hidden behind 
juxtaposed layers, Shade 
on Shade fixtures are an ex-
cellent option for ambient 
lighting.

Let the experts at Fergu-
son Bath, Kitchen & Light-
ing Gallery find where 
your style intersects with 
today’s trends. With per-
fect selections, your home 
projects will create a last-
ing impression. u

FERGUSON BATH, KITCHEN & LIGHTING GALLERY
www.fergusonshowrooms.com

700 E St Elmo Rd, Austin   |   512-445-5140

9333 Research Blvd, Austin   |   512-382-2032

303 N Park Dr, San Antonio   |   210-344-3013

PERLICK SIGNATURE SOTTILE 
BEVERAGE CENTER

THOMPSON TRADERS 
LUCCA KITCHEN SINK

DACOR MODERNIST 
COLUMN REFRIGERATOR

METROPOLITAN ABBONDANZA 
LIGHT PENDANT

KALCO LIGHTING 
BEECHWOOD CHANDELIER

STONEGATE BY AFX 
SILHOUETTE LIGHT PENDANT

Featured Advertiser Editorial

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2018   |   HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN-SAN ANTONIO   23



www.thayercoggin.com

profile | design board

DESIGNING FOR A YOUNG FAMILY WITH 
BOLD COLORS AND MAXIMUM STYLE.

Designing a beautiful gathering space 
for a young family can often be challeng-
ing. My clients wanted their living room to 
be bold, bright and high-style, but also cozy 
and comfortable for their children.  When 
planning for this space, durable fabrics and 
flexible furnishings were a must. 

We started to build our design around a 
contemporary velvet fabric from S. Harris 
that had shades of teal, green, rust and sil-
ver. This fabric offered the bold colors and 
durability my clients were looking for and 
we all fell in love with it!  

We then grounded the space with a neutral 
dark gray abstract rug that felt luxurious yet 
forgiving to children’s sometimes messy feet 
and hands. The oversized sofa from Thayer 
Coggin was the perfect choice for a fam-
ily who enjoys cozying up for family movie 
night. We accented the space with bright em-
erald green swivel chairs, also Thayer Coggin, 
which can be turned to face the children’s 
play area next to the living room.

MICHELLE 
Thomas,
ASID, RID #11138

DESIGN HIGHLIGHTS
Emerald Green Swivel Chairs – A bold choice, these swivel chairs offer a fun pop of 

color and the flexibility our clients’ desired.
Bold Velvet Pillow - An eyecatch for sure, this contemporary pillow is beautiful and 

luxurious to the touch.
Cocktail Table – This weathered greige hardwood cocktail table with a stainless 

steel, hand-crafted sliding cage provided a contemporary, high-style look in the space.
Rug – This Tibetan abstract gray-on-gray hand-knotted, silk and cotton rug grounded 

the space while also providing a touch of pattern to the floor.

www.kalaty.com

www.johnrichard.com

www.mgbwhome.com

www.mgbwhome.com

www.minkagroup.net

www.thayercoggin.com

www.sharris.com
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MODERN
RETREAT

By Julie Catalano   Photography by Dror Baldinger
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When their son left for college, the parents 

eagerly set out on a new life stage of their own 

— a custom home that would house their 

interests, collections and love of entertaining. 

All were achieved in a warm, luxurious home 

that serves as both a haven and a hub. 

he lush, wooded .843-acre lot in central 
Dallas was perfect, down to the imposing 
stands of pecan and cedar trees and the 
picturesque pond shared with neighbors. 
Unlike most of pancake-flat Dallas, how-
ever, the trapezoidal wedge-like parcel has 

an 18-foot grade change that needed an architect with a track 
record in slope-wrangling. 

Enter James LaRue, AIA, principal of LaRue Architects in 
Austin. “There’s not a flat spot in this city,” says LaRue, who 
has decades of experience in setting high-end luxury proper-
ties on hilly Austin terrain. 

T
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The first meeting with the homeowners resulted in a con-
cept and sketch of how the 4,599-square foot multi-level 
home should sit on and fill the sloping lot in Dallas, and how 
the home would best serve its inhabitants. “They are a neat 
couple,” says LaRue. “Both play golf, work from home, and 
love to swim, work out and entertain their many friends.” 

From there it was easy to define the specifics important to 
the husband and wife, says LaRue: “Lap pool, exercise room, 
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office and a place for their exquisite collection of heirloom 
glass were priorities. That part came together pretty quick.” 

Barry Buford, president of BufordHawthorne Builders in 
Dallas, joined the team after the design phase to begin con-
struction, including 20+ concrete pours required to achieve 
the perfectly balanced multi-level design. “Because of the 
grade change, they had to be stacked,” he says. “Our con-
crete work took a lot of effort.” 

It paid off. The effect is stunning, with the illusion of nu-
merous levels (in reality, only three), where terraces, steps, 
overhangs and balconies convey a beautifully layered design 
using durable and impeccable materials — board formed 
concrete, dry stacked stone, sealed mahogany siding, metal 
roof, metal clad fascias and generous expanses of glass in-
cluding butt-glazed corner windows with clear sight lines. 
There is a two-car garage on the entry level. 
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The open floor plan on the entry level more than fulfilled 
the couple’s requirements for entertaining, with a Bulthaup 
luxury kitchen, dining and living areas and a glass-enclosed 
wine room. The office is adjacent to these spaces, and com-
bined create a gallery-like area that provides serene and in-
spiring outdoor views. The master suite enjoys seclusion at 
the other end.

 Rift and quartered white oak flooring was installed 
throughout, except in the baths and the foyer, where Mosa 
Terra Tones XXL 24 x 48 by Knoxtile were installed.  A sleek 
floating staircase of white oak and steel on the entry level 
leads to additional bedrooms on the upper level. Mahogany 
paneling around the living area fireplace is from The Wood 
Gallery, Inc., in Dallas. 

A special request from the homeowners had a sentimen-
tal connection to a material that a cherished family member 
had helped the wife select. The loved one passed before the 
house was finished, but the Chopped Ozark Blue Stone by 
Oldcastle holds a prominent place — as the exterior stone 
that extends into the interior, as the backdrop wall behind 
the grand piano in the foyer, and as the headboard in the 
master suite. “That stone was very important, inside and 
out,” says LaRue. 

An essential element of the design from day one was the 
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25-meter true lap pool, surrounded by Lu-
eders limestone decking. In fact, because 
the lot is long and narrow and difficult to 
access, the lap pool was installed before 
construction began on the house. A unique 
feature of the long pool is a full height clear 
acrylic panel at the far end that faces the 
pond — a stunning way to establish a visual 
water-to-water connection. 

In a Texas climate, energy savings 
are paramount, and “the biggest energy 
feature is the geothermal system that 
heats and cools using circulating water,” 
says Buford. The system, by Carrier Air 
Conditioning, uses 400-foot-deep wells 
drilled around and under the house. “It’s 
very eco-friendly,” says Buford. “There 
is still some electricity involved but not 
much compared to conventional forced 
air equipment.” The builder also used a 
Fleetwood custom luxury high-efficiency 
window package with thermally broken 
aluminum windows. Lutron motorized 
window treatments help to deflect heat.  
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Another kind of green adorns the roof of the 800-square 
foot detached game room by the pond. Slow-growing grass 
keeps maintenance low. Best of all, views from the main 
house are not marred by metal rooftop reflections; the grass-
covered roof blends in with the surrounding green to make 
it part of the sloping landscape. Called the Longhorn Room, 
the cozy space with amenities serves as a place for overnight 
guests and a fun space to watch and enjoy the big game. Non-
sports enthusiasts can retreat to a spot on the patio to watch 
the ducks on the pond. 

Both builder and architect have a favorite feature of the mid-
century modern home, although it would seem almost impos-
sible to choose just one. “The light in the house is amazing,” 
says Buford. “A lot of homes are dark and then you have to 

help with artificial lighting. Not this one. The light coming in 
from all the different vantage points is spectacular.” 

For LaRue, who remembers vividly when the exquisite 
abode was just a sketch, narrowing it down was a challenge. 
He cites the little bridge that leads to the office, jewel-box 
glass corners, multi-level outdoor spaces, broad overhangs 
and finally, the place where it all began as his favorite: “The 
way the house sits on the lot.” u 

ARCHITECT   LaRue Architects
512-347-1688   |   www.larue-architects.com

BUILDER   BufordHawthorne
214-368-3478   |   www.bufordhawthorne.com
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AWARD-WINNING 
INTERIOR DESIGN

custom homes • lofts
spec homes • commercial

512.443.3200 
www.bellavillads.com 

Stephanie J. Villavicencio, ASID
Texas Registered Interior Designer 







By Angela Rabke   
Photography by Jake Holt
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Stacy and Steve Finnerty have called Austin home for many years, living in the 

rolling hills of Westlake. But while the couple thoroughly enjoyed their time in 

the quiet suburban area, they were eager to enjoy Austin’s bustling downtown 

as soon as their youngest daughter graduated from high school.
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tacy was particularly smitten with what she 
calls “the girl streets,” a charming group of 
streets in the Bouldin neighborhood direct-
ly off of S. Congress. Named Mary, Johan-
na, Annie and Eva, the streets embody the 
historic charm of the area, and provide easy 

walkability to the popular restaurants and shops that define 
S. Congress. “We knew that properties were moving really 
quickly. One morning, we got an alert that a 1906 tear-down 
on Eva Street was listed. We dashed downtown in the cold 
and the rain to see it. It had only been listed for an hour and 
a half, and there were already eight couples there! I called a 
realtor friend and told them to make our offer in the next ten 
minutes — luckily, we got it!” laughs Stacy.  

With their perfect location secured, the couple began a 

S search for an architect to bring their dream alive. They knew 
that they wanted a new home with modern amenities, but it 
was important to them that the home fit in amongst the old-
er bungalows surrounding it. Austin’s Tim Cuppett Architec-
ture + Interiors fit the bill.  “We talked to several architects,” 
shares Steve,  “and he truly listened to us, and understood 
what the home needed to be. He and his business partner, 
David, had both competency and character, and they wanted 
the design to both fit in and stand out.”    

“We didn’t have preconceived notions about the property. 
We knew that we didn’t want to insert a foreign aesthetic. It 
would be obviously new, but it was important to the clients 
and to us that it didn’t jump off page — it needed to be more 
contextual than that,” says Tim. Project Architect David Kil-
patrick drew inspiration from historic floor plans, early 20th 
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century homes, and the funky vibes of 
the neighborhood to put together a vi-
brant and welcoming foursquare plan 
that is sensitive to the shape and scale 
of surrounding homes, and feels delib-
erately stitched into the fabric of the 
old neighborhood.

The first and most obvious detail of 
the home is the inviting front porch. 
“Stacy really wanted a ‘Howdy, Neigh-
bor’ porch,” says Steve. During the 
day, a slatted gable filters light and al-
lows a peek of cheerful yellow paint, 
and at night, the porch pendant behind 
the slats provides a soft glow — a sort 
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of lantern that, when viewed from the street, feels welcom-
ing, contemporary and connected to the history of the neigh-
borhood. “The repetitive pattern of holes came about as a 
means of applying details from old bungalows into this mod-
ern structure. We looked to old picket fences and translated 
decorative picket patterns into what you see in the gable and 
the front gate,” says David. Early in the process, Stacy sent 
the design team to the drawing board with a firm request. 
Initial renderings didn’t inspire her, but when Tim and David 
presented the final design, she was thrilled. “NOW,” she re-
plied, “the house smiled at me — and I smiled back.”

The floor plan feels open and modern. A central staircase 
creates the entrance, and the four corners are the kitchen, 

dining, office and master suite. A ga-
bled second floor includes a bedroom 
and a cozy den with a view of down-
town. “The house is inserted into this 
new envelope in much the same way 
an old house would be organized,” 
says David. “The kitchen/dining room 
is one of my favorite rooms that we’ve 
ever made. The architecture per 
square foot is so high.” The design-
ers were able to delineate the kitchen 
area by creating a ceiling plane with 
drywall, and leaving the joists exposed 
everywhere else. Beading runs around 
the top of the entire room, giving the 
impression of different ceiling heights. 
“My favorite detail in the house is how 
the ceiling joists look like they turn 
down the wall and become the shelves 
in the kitchen,” says David. “It really 
weaves the spaces together in a very 
cost-efficient way.”  

For a small house, there are a hand-
ful of very impactful details that didn’t 
cost the owners a lot of money. “The 
project is rich in careful detailing and 
application of paint color to get a big 
bang for not a whole lot of money,” 
says Tim. A small garage apartment 
with a bright blue door occupies the 
back of the lot, and provides additional 
guests lodging as well as VRBO poten-
tial. Between these two spaces, a pri-
vate screened porch and outdoor ter-
race complement the communal feel. 

Playful use of color is a defining as-
pect of the entire house. “The home is 
in the heart of an area that inspired the 
idea of ‘Keep Austin Weird’,” says Tim. 

We had an opportunity to use lots of color without it being 
an anomaly. You could almost argue that the color scheme is 
conservative for the area,” he laughs, adding, “Color doesn’t 
cost money, and it’s a great way to create atmosphere with-
out increasing the budget.” The pantry office is the most 
dramatic example, painted from floor to ceiling in a vibrant 
topaz blue that complements blue detailing on the garage. 
Many of the light fixtures also provide a pop of color. Interior 
Designer Adriana Chetty looked for fixtures with traditional 
shapes that one might see in a 1920’s bungalow, interpreted 
in a modern way. The lantern for the porch has bright or-
ange detailing and can be removed and carried to the BBQ, or 
wherever the couple might need extra lighting.  
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In terms of energy efficiency, the 
team focused on a tight envelope, 
wide overhangs and passive ventila-
tion to maximize the home’s efficien-
cy.  “We always make an effort to de-
sign a responsible house,” says Tim. 
“Sometimes solutions can be very 
simple and passive, like wide over-
hangs.” Carefully balanced daylight 
eliminates the need for artificial light-
ing during the day.

Despite a smaller lot and closer prox-
imity to neighbors, the couple feels 
connected to nature. “Even our dogs 
are happy,” shares Steve. “They have 
plenty of squirrels and lots of walking. 
For us, there is so much natural light 
— the design focuses on natural light, 
which adds to the happiness of it. You 
see old trees from every window, and 
feel like you’re a part of nature even 
though you’re downtown.” 

The smiling house on Eva St. has 
certainly brought smiles to everyone 
involved. “We really ended up in a per-
fect place,” says Steve. “Tim’s firm also 
did our interiors and landscape plan-
ning, and we loved our builder, Risher 
Martin. Fixed price and on time. We 
really enjoyed the process, there were 
no surprises, they both had such integ-
rity and a high quality of work.”

As a featured home on the recent 
AIA Austin Homes Tour 2018, Tim 
says, “I’m proud that it is a mod-
ern home that fits quietly into an old 
neighborhood. It’s really comfortable 
in its setting. We always want our 
houses to fit into their context — the 
street is part of what is so pretty about 
this area, and the house needed to be a 
part of that.”

“This house feels like home to ev-
eryone who visits,” says Stacy. “That 
is what we wanted. The porch sets the 
stage for the rest of the house, and it 
makes everyone smile.” u

ARCHITECT   
Tim Cuppett Architects + Interiors
512-450-0820
www.cuppettarchitects.com
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SECOND
HOME

By Angela Rabke   Photography by by Jake Holt

You may not have heard the phrase Accessory Dwelling Unit. 

While it sounds like a strange term for a closet, it is the 

official term for what most of us refer to as a mother-in-law 

apartment, casita or garage apartment — basically a 

separate living unit on the same property as an existing house. 

Austin’s rapid growth has led to a surge in ADU’s in the 

downtown area, an urban infill solution that many find 

helpful as an additional source of revenue or living space.

W hen Brian Linder, 
a local realtor and 

licensed architect, 
originally purchased 

his 1940’s bungalow 
in the South Congress 

area, he thought that he’d tear it down and re-
place it with a larger project. Then, he reimag-
ined living in the bungalow while constructing 
a modern ADU that he’d then live in while re-
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habbing the historic main house. Although he is a licensed 
architect, he decided to enlist Austin architect Jay Hargrave 
to bring his idea to life. “A lot of architects wouldn’t love hav-
ing another architect for a client,” says Brian. “But I really 
liked Jay and his work, and he was comfortable with the 
ideas that I brought to the table.”  

“Brian really wanted a clean, international style with white 
stucco,” says Jay. “It was a tight site with a lot of constraints, 
but it’s a really efficient design — almost like a boat, with lots 
packed into a small area.” Jay knew that he needed to create 

a space that would respect the set budget, comfortably sleep 
Brian and his 16-year-old twins, and adhere to Austin’s rigor-
ous building codes. 

A couple of existing Live Oak trees were a beautiful part 
of the site and dictated the placement of the building. On its 
exterior, the freestanding unit is modern, clean and simple, 
with low maintenance white stucco walls and aluminum 
windows. “I really believe in using straightforward, hon-
est materials,” says Brian. He knew that he wanted a two-
story structure, and that fitting everything he wanted into 
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the allotted square footage was going to 
be a challenge. Hargrave devised a clever 
plan to work with the tight footprint. “City 
code only allowed 850 square feet for the 
unit, but you are also allowed to have a ga-
rage. By adding air conditioning to that ga-
rage, we were able to add more flex space 
to the plan,” says Jay

Upstairs, the unit includes a kitchen, 
bedroom and a living area with a wood-
burning stove. Natural light fills the room 
thanks to a ribbon of windows that wraps 
the entire second floor. “The band of win-
dows were an important precedent for 
me,” notes Brian. Structural steel cross 
braces are functional and attractive ac-
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cents to the opposite corners of the wall to 
wall windows, otherwise there is no inter-
ruption to the scenery. “Being there is like 
being in a treehouse,” shares Brian. “You 
can watch the moon make its path across 
the sky, or watch a storm blow in. It feels 
almost elemental, and very connected to 
the natural environment outside.” A stair-
way of sealed Radiata Pine plywood that 
was fabricated in Hargrave’s shop leads 
to the lower level, where two fully oper-
able aluminum full-view garage doors feel 
like walls of windows. Repurposed long 
leaf pine from the original demolished ga-
rage was kiln-dried and milled in different 
sizes, then composed by a finish carpen-
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ter for a gorgeous paneled wall. The area is flexible, and cer-
tainly can be used as a garage, although it currently serves as 
a spacious master bedroom.

“When the unit was finished, we decided to move in to 
it while we worked on the main house, and we just really 
got used to living there,” laughs Brian. With both the main 
house and the ADU complete, the property has evolved into 
a single-family compound connected by a deck and fire pit 
area, with the ADU serving as a “sleeping house” and the 
bungalow serving as the main living area. “What I love about 
it is that it is all totally flex space. I could rent out either 

house, or I could live in one and use another as the office,” 
says Brian. “It is totally plug and play.”

The successful project was recently featured on the AIA 
Austin Home Tour 2018. “Using space like this is something 
that we talk about a lot, but rarely do,” says Jay. “It was a 
challenge to fit everything in, meet code and not have it be a 
mess, so I’m really pleased with the way it turned out — it’s 
hyper efficient without being a tiny house.” u

ARCHITECT   Jay Hargrave Architecture
512-225-2400   |   www.jayhargravearchitecture.com
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 A Place in  
TIME

Historical renovations can be tricky. 

How to honor and preserve the past while

 making a cherished dwelling livable in the present 

and ready for the future? An Austin architect, 

builder and homeowner did just that. 

By Julie Catalano   Photography by C.L. Fry
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he Tudor Revival-style facade of the three-
bedroom, two-bath cottage built in 1938 on 

a .21-acre lot in the Old West Austin Historic 
District conveys a romantic appeal complete 
with steeply pitched gable roofs, decorative 
stonework and dormer windows. Originally 

built with two bedrooms and a bath, an addition in the 1950s 
enlarged the footprint.

Known as the Lolla Peterson House — named for Austinite 
Peterson who bought the house in 1957 — the house has been 

T

designated a City of Austin Historic Landmark and as such 
comes under strict standards by the Historical Landmark 
Commission, including “contemporary design for iterations 
and additions to existing properties are appropriate when 
such alterations and additions do not destroy significant his-
toric, architectural, or cultural material....” [Source: Histori-
cal Landmark Commission, Application for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness, Lolla Peterson House, September 26, 2016]. 
In April of 2019, the house will available for viewing on the 
Austin NARI Tour of Remodeled Homes.

“We took great care not to damage or change the front el-
evation of the home while remodeling the interior,” says Greg 
Hayslett, LEED AP, project manager at Fazio Architects in 
Austin. The builder on the project was Avenue B Development 
of Austin. 

The home’s interior, says Hayslett, was a different story, 
and extended far beyond simply cosmetic. “The interior was 
gutted to the studs. Many walls were moved, removed or 
changed.” A highly efficient HVAC system and an open cell 
foam insulation package was installed, along with new, en-
ergy efficient windows throughout, with two exceptions: the 
two windows on the front façade of the house. Red River Res-
torations replicated the historic large arched transom window 
and the diamond-paned window out of Sipo mahogany, pre-
serving the original leaded glass diamond panes.

Hayslett and the owner spent a great deal of time develop-
ing the style and design of the home to bring out all the new 
parts and pieces they wanted while savoring the influence 
of the past. “Much of the success of the project was a direct 
result of the client’s sophisticated sense of style and vision. 
And, of course, the contractor is the one who had to do all the 
hard work in order to bring that vision to life. It truly was a 
collaborative experience,” says Hayslett. The design evolved 
during the project allowing many new modern elements to 
be incorporated.

Those modern elements are everywhere, starting with the 
basics that form a backdrop for the rest of the improvements: 
wall and trim paint in Sherwin-Williams® Anew Gray; and gor-
geous flooring throughout in Valencia Hardwood in Bora Bora. 

The kitchen gleams with features and conveniences that 
could only be dreamed of in the 1930s: Refrigerator by Kitch-
enAid®; stove and oven by Lacanche French Ranges; and 
countertops in Torquay quartz by Cambria with backsplash 
Architectonics tile by Waterworks in Pumice Glossy Crackle. 
The faucets in Satin Brass by Waterworks complement the 
burnished brass cabinet pulls by Restoration Hardware. Pe-
rimeter cabinets painted in Sherwin-Williams Eider White 
add contrast to the kitchen island in Sherwin-Williams Black 
Magic. Overhead, Hollis Pendants by Hudson Valley Lighting 
illustrate a unique take on the traditional lantern. 

In an effort to preserve the original façade of the house while 
allowing more opportunities to brighten the home with natu-
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ral light, Hayslett explains, “We wanted to bring in more light 
to the deep living space, but because the house was originally 
built within the side setback of the property, adding additional 
windows would have had a negative impact on the privacy of 
the home. The solution was these spectacular skylights that 
flooded the entire living space with light and provided addi-
tional views into the massive tree canopy.”

The dining area just off the main living area is an elegant 
mix of old and new with a traditional style dining set illumi-
nated by a Darlana Large Linear Lantern modern chandelier 
by Circa Lighting, along with the soft glow from a fireplace 
framed by Honed White Stone from Materials Marketing. 

Leading to the gym floor over the semi-attached garage, 
a decidedly modern staircase of solid oak treads were cut 
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If this 2,279-square-foot house could talk, it would likely tell 
touching tales of kindhearted Lolla Peterson’s almost three 
decades’ association with the Travis County Welfare Depart-
ment as a staffer and later serving as director for many of 
those years. Some called her “Godmother to the poor,” while 
others dubbed her “fairy princess to the needy of Travis Coun-
ty” — a fitting title for the inhabitant of a charming storybook 
cottage with timeless appeal. u  

ARCHITECT   Fazio Architects
512-494-0643   |   www.fazioarchitects.com

BUILDER   Avenue B Development
512-585-6097   |   www.avenuebdev.com

to allow a small LED tape light to fit in the overhang on the 
risers. The floating look was achieved by painting the risers 
solid black. 

The master bathroom exudes a spa-like ambience with Val-
lelunga Memento Thala ceramic and porcelain tile from Stone 
Solutions, beautifully set off by a Caesar Wood Tile Wall in 
Walnut. Countertops are Caesarstone in Fresh Concrete 
Matte and the shower flooring is River Pebbles from Island 
Stone. The decorative light over the tub is from Hubbardton 
Forge Lighting. 

One of the owner’s requests was for the back of the house to 
feel open to the backyard. “We used a custom vendor to design 
and install the floor-to-ceiling steel and glass walls with doors 
to meet this requirement,” says Hayslett.
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CREATING SPACE
By Julie Catalano   Photography by Casey Woods

An artistic young couple — photographer Suzanne Koett and painter Camille Woods 

— needed more room than their cozy 1950s cottage in south Austin could offer, 

so after going through their options of moving or adding to their home, they came 

up with a creative solution: build their dream studio space in their backyard. 
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CREATING SPACE

subtle, with Benjamin Moore® Chantilly Lace for the walls, 
and Benjamin Moore Castle Walls for the interior doors. 

A small kitchenette tucks under the stairs, with room for 
just the essentials of short stays and quick meals. In front of 
the kitchen is a 60 x 30-inch maple butcher block workbench 
from www.globalindustrial.com. “We didn’t plan for any sta-
tionary furniture other than the one big workbench/dining 
table,” says Heroy. The light fixture over the workbench is the 
Open Weave Pendant from West Elm. 

y the time the homeowners approached me, 
they were really clear on what they wanted,” 
says architect Erica Keast Heroy AIA. “They 
needed a space that could do double duty 
— as a studio and a place to stay when they 
rented out the main home for festivals.”

Heroy designed the new studio from the ground up to be 
more contemporary than the original dwelling.  “The design 
is a departure from the main house,” she says. “As a humble 
mid-century cottage without a lot of character or detailing, 
there wasn’t a lot to respond to and the owners were on board 
with the finished product being more contemporary.” And for-
tunately, the steeper studio roof structure is not visible from 
the street. 

Modern, clean, bright and open. Heroy ticked off the boxes 
using unfussy built-ins, a white palette and an open floor plan 
that made the most of a compact 1,087 square feet. “I think the 
tall ceilings and lofted sleeping area are what makes the space 
unique and a surprise when you come in,” she says. “I knew 
if we could vault the studio ceiling and have a big window, we 
could grab some great Northern light and tuck the sleeping 
space in the roof framing.” The design, says Heroy, “kept the 
footprint small while still providing the aesthetic and function 
my clients needed from the space.” Paint colors are soft and 

B“

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2018   |   HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN-SAN ANTONIO   53



Across from the workbench and to the right of the main 
entry, the duo works in an office area at side-by-side work 
stations constructed from off-the-shelf cabinetry blended 
with custom cubbies to get the right sizes for their respective 
equipment. Corkboards keep inspiring images close at hand. 

Concrete slab flooring helps keep clean-up simple, 
echoing the equally simple exterior materials — fiber 
cement siding, shingle roof and vinyl windows. Inside, 
laminate counters and painted plywood flooring in the 

loft are also low maintenance. The staircase leading to the 
loft features painted plywood stairs, while the wood along 
the stair rail all the way to the loft is whitewashed pine “for a 
decorative touch,” says Heroy. 

Despite its diminutive size, Heroy maintains that the stu-
dio is accommodating of the pair’s paintings and paints, ea-
sels, carts, lights, photographic supplies and equipment and 
other tools of their trades. A full bathroom, darkroom and 
storage space round out their office needs with functionality 
and convenience.  

The homeowners could not be happier with the result, 
claiming that “it gives us the creative space we need and a 
space we love to be in.” A minimalist yet livable space, the 
artists look forward every day to working in a sleek, sophisti-
cated studio perfectly suited for a creative pair. u  

ARCHITECT   Erica Keast Heroy
512-516-0131   |   www.ericaheroy.com

BUILDER   Capital Construction Company
512-693-4030   |   www.capconaustin.com
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If you are considering a home 
remodel, your first step should be 
to consult with a licensed designer. 
There is a difference between an 
interior decorator and a designer, 
although one firm can serve both 
purposes. While both focus on the 
“look” of your home, a designer is 
focused on “re-working” your space 
in preparation for your remodel. 
Remember, a designer sees things 
in a totally different way than the 
average homeowner. A designer 
will meet with you to make recom-
mendations on potential new lay-
outs of your space based on your 
design input and their observations 
of your home.  

The decision to remodel your 
home is a big one, so you should 
take care to select a designer that 
understands your needs. You may 
have to interview a couple of firms 
before finding the right fit. There 
are independent designers and/or design-build remodeling 
firms to choose from. 

Once you have hired a designer, expect multiple meetings to 
discuss the details of your project. This includes big decisions 
such as layout, flooring, lighting and electrical features, in ad-
dition to the smaller selections like tile pattern, fixtures and 
trims. Once agreed upon, your designer will provide you with 
a final set of plans.

You are now ready to build your dream remodel! If you are 
not working with a design-build firm, it’s time to hire a licensed 
remodeling contractor to execute your plans. Once again, it is 
recommended to interview a couple of companies to find the 
perfect fit for your project.  

The National Association of the Remodeling Industry is the 
only association dedicated to enhancing the professionalism of 
the remodeling industry through its dedicated members. NARI 
San Antonio (www.remodelsanantonio.org) and Austin NARI 
(www.austinnari.org) have a variety of architects, designers, con-
tractors and design-build firms to choose from.  Our members are 
trusted professionals bound by a strict code of conduct to ensure a 
high level of integrity and successful project completion. u

HIRING AN  
INTERIOR 
DESIGNER

REMODELER’S ADVICE

MARTHA BIZZELL, 
Executive Director, 
NARI San Antonio

KAYVON LEATH,
Executive Director,

 Austin NARI

ALPHA GRANITE & TILE is proud to bring you 

MaxFine, the original large format porcelain panels. 

MaxFine opens up a new dimension in horizontal 

and vertical surfaces. This technology allows you 

to cover large areas with minimal grout lines and the 

most beautiful colors and designs in the world. 

Bring the veins of Calacatta Marble to life with the 

durability of MaxFine Porcelain Panels. 

Gone are the days of stains and the need of sealers to 

protect your marble surfaces. MaxFine brings it all to life!

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFO. 

915 W. Howard Ln., Austin, TX 78753

512-834-8746

www.alphagraniteaustin.com



MAGNIFICENT 
MAKEOVER

By Julie Catalano   
Photography by Matthew Niemann

After purchasing a home in north San Antonio, 

the new owners were thrilled with the size, 

location and neighborhood ambience. But, 

they wondered if they could really overcome the 

home’s earth-toned, rustic style and put their 

own light and bright stamp on it.

D E S I G N

hey could and they did, thanks to a massive 
remodel by Jana Valdez, interior designer 

and co-owner of Haven Design and Construc-
tion in San Antonio, along with her contractor 
husband Armando Valdez, also co-owner. 

The 5,356-square-foot custom home built 
in 2007 on two acres needed an extensive update to give the 
couple the sleek and clean look they wanted for their young 
family. To start, Jana repainted almost all the interior walls in 

T
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Benjamin Moore® Swiss Coffee, a subtle, sophisticated shade 
from the brand’s Off-White Color Collection. 

The existing kitchen, with its dark wood cabinets and large 
2,000-pound rock range hearth, was a force to be reckoned 
with. There were definitely some positive attributes — the 
base cabinets were in great shape, and after filling in holes in 
the knotty alder, they were ready for Sherwin-Williams® Pure 
White paint; the appliances were just a few years old; and the 
tall refrigerator cabinet needed only a fresh coat of paint in 

Benjamin Moore Onyx to add depth to an all-white kitchen 
with European oak floors. 

The 19 x 22-foot kitchen with 12-foot ceilings (“the larg-
est kitchen we’ve ever done,” says Jana) required designing 
and constructing elements to scale, like the new 60-inch-
tall range hood and a 90 x 90-inch kitchen island with form 
quartz countertop by Walker Zanger and seating for five. The 
island is topped with oversized pendant lights by Hudson 
Valley Lighting. 
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The 48-inch-wide range and its large custom cabinetry hood 
serve as the focal point of the new kitchen design. Pullouts on 
either side of the range provide storage for spices and utensils. 
Over the range is a decorative tile panel in the “Delauney” pat-
tern by New Ravenna Tile selected from Materials Marketing 
in San Antonio. 

A wet bar in the hallway connecting the kitchen to the 
dining room serves as a convenient beverage station with a 
tile backsplash in the Simone Studio Line by New Ravenna. 
Brown cabinets were painted in Sherwin-Williams Pure 
White, glass shelves replaced wood shelves, and a bank of 
drawers in the base cabinets was removed to install a GE 
Monogram wine refrigerator. 

The dining room is the picture of elegance, with a dra-
matic table and chairs from the homeowners’ own collec-
tion. The stylish beaded Chanteuse chandelier is by Currey 
& Company and Regina Andrew Quatrefoil alabaster lamps 
provide a soft glow for evening, while large windows pro-
vide ample natural light during the daytime. The soothing 
neutral color palette is complemented by wall paint in Ben-
jamin Moore River Reflections and beaded textured wallpa-
per from York Wallcoverings in a pattern called “Luscious” 
covers the accent wall. 

Next, Jana turned the existing dark wood office nook off of 

the kitchen into a “fresh, modern, energizing place where the 
homeowner would actually want to work.” Cabinets of knotty 
alder were refreshed in Sherwin-Williams Pure White paint 
and a glass top was added to the desk. The desk’s accent wall 
was “jazzed up” with York Wallcoverings in a pattern called 
“Interlocking Geo” and a graphic art print, Royal Feathers, that 
leans against the wall.  

In the living room, another accent wall features “Shining Si-
sal” wallpaper by York Wallcoverings to define the entertain-
ment center space and set off the wall-mounted television. Un-
derneath the TV, an impressive custom cabinet features a bold 
interlocking circle pattern designed by Jana (“constructed by 
our amazing cabinet guy,” she adds), and painted in Benjamin 
Moore Onyx. 

The highlight of the fully-equipped laundry room is the floor, 
which at first glance looks exactly like brick, but is actually 2 x 
10-inch porcelain tile called Capella Taupe Brick laid in a her-
ringbone pattern. Frustrated by her initial attempts to get the 
“authentic brick look” just right, Valdez learned the secret from 
husband Armando on how to achieve the brick-like effect: “My 
eighth-inch grout line made it look more like tile,” says Jana, 
“Armando knew the secret to making it look like real brick was 
half-inch grout!”

The homeowners wanted a sophisticated and transitional 
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master bedroom that incorporated 
their existing furnishings — a char-
coal gray upholstered bed and gray 
zinc nightstands with coordinating 
dresser. To add lighter tones and soft-
ness to the existing charcoal furni-
ture, Jana dressed the bed in layers of 
luxurious bedding in cream and gold 
tones — a perfect complement to the 
“Serendipity” patterned wallpaper 
that she selected from York Wallcov-
erings for the accent wall behind the 
bed. Continuing the classic metallic 
effect, an upholstered metal bench 
graces the end of the bed, while a 31-inch-wide Helix chandelier 
from Maxim Lighting reflects dramatically in the couple’s floor-
length mirror. 

All in all, the once-apprehensive homeowners were thrilled 
that the home now reflected their style and their personality. 
Jana’s attention to detail was instrumental in fulfilling the home-
owners’ desire to make the new home their own — a task that 

had once seemed overwhelming until 
the pieces starting falling into place.  

It all began with the kitchen, which 
turned out to be a winner — literally. 
Jana recounts the 2018 Legacy of De-
sign Awards, won at the statewide 
American Society of Interior Design-
ers (ASID) Awards show in Dallas this 
September: “First Place, Kitchen De-
sign” in its respective price category; 
and also “Residential Best in Show,” 
overall best residential project for the 
ASID Texas Chapter. 

“Now when people insist on an all-
white kitchen, I pull out a photo of this remodel to show how 
effective adding some contrast to a white kitchen can be,” says 
Jana. “I think part of being a good designer is getting your cli-
ents out of their comfort zone.” u

DESIGN/BUILD   Haven Design & Construction
210-996-9494   |   www.havendesignandconstruction.com
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Catrina Kendrick
Catrina’s Interiors
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Dawn Hearn
Dawn Hearn Interior Design
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Jana Valdez
Haven Design and Construction
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collection
An assembly of forward-thinking and innovative Interior Designers of Central Texas.

DAWN HEARN INTERIOR DESIGN, 
PHOTO BY TRE DUNHAM WITH 
FINE FOCUS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Do you ever have a vision of how you wish your 
home could look but don’t quite know how to achieve 
it? I hear this every day. Another good one is when peo-
ple say, “I’ll know it when I see it.” No, you won’t. You 
might see a piece of it here and there, but putting it all 
together is the hard part. That’s where I come in and 
say, “If you can dream it, we can build it.” I have been 
in the furniture business for many years, and for most 
of my life I have been drawing and designing furniture 
and interiors that are unique.

Many homes with traditional exteriors are being 
decorated with more contemporary interiors. The Hill 
Country contemporary furniture that I designed and 
built for Prestige Homes is sure to fit that ticket. It was 
featured in the Greater San Antonio Builder’s Associa-
tion Parade of Homes at Miralomas, a new master-
planned community in Boerne. In collaboration with 
some of my favorite furniture and bedding manufactur-
ers, including my own wood factory, we have created 
an organic but elegant look blending natural woods, 
leathers and elegant fabrics, a fitting complement to 
Prestige Homes’ style and attention to detail. Eleanor 
Rigby Leather did a fantastic job making some of my 
designs and changing some of theirs to fit my Texas 
style. Lili Alessandra’s owner and I designed fabulous 
bedding for Hill Country contemporary bedrooms. 

Come visit Catrina’s Interiors at 32840 IH-10 West 
in Boerne to see my newest collection of Hill Country 
contemporary furnishings, or call us to set up a design 
consultation to achieve the look of your dreams.

Catrina’s Interiors
830-331-9010  |  www.catrinasinteriors.com

CATRINA 
Kendrick,
Catrina’s Interiors
Contemporary Hill Country Design 
and Manufacturing

T H E  C O L L E C T I O N Featured Advertiser Editorial
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Featured Advertiser Editorial

Life is busy. It’s a challenge to find time to 
make all the decisions and selections needed 
for a new home, renovation, or decorating proj-
ect. With your tastes in mind, my team and I can 
assist you in all phases, whether it’s providing 
specifications and material selections, receiv-
ing and reviewing bids, or communicating with 
trades. We work hard to stay ahead of project 
deadlines so that it can be an enjoyable experi-
ence for you and your contractor.

Our goal is to create beautiful, functional 
spaces that reflect our clients’ lifestyles and per-
sonalities. Whether you know exactly what you 
want, or need guidance in making your vision a 
reality, we will expertly guide you through the 
process from beginning concepts to the finish-
ing touches.

We are a full-service interior design firm 
serving Austin, Texas and surrounding areas, 
and I have been practicing interior design since 
1993. I am a licensed interior designer in the 
state of Texas, a member of the American Soci-
ety of Interior Designers (ASID), and a member 
of the National Association of the Remodeling 
Industry (NARI).

Please visit my website to see a portfolio of 
recent collaborations with my clients.

Dawn Hearn Interior Design
512-825-3000   |   www.dawnhearn.com

DAWN 
Hearn,
Dawn Hearn Interior Design

T H E  C O L L E C T I O N

TRE DUNHAM WITH 
FINE FOCUS PHOTOGRAPHY
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T H E  C O L L E C T I O N Featured Advertiser Editorial

“Each and every person has a distinctly unique dream for 
their space,” says interior designer, Jana Valdez, of Haven De-
sign and Construction. “It’s my job to play detective and to un-
cover all the clues that the client shares with me to create a 
beautifully tailored space. The name of our business evolved 
from a desire to create each client’s personal haven. That’s 
what Haven Design and Construction is all about.”   

Jana Valdez is an award-winning interior designer who 
shares her passion for design and construction with her tal-
ented contractor husband, Armando Valdez. “Our professions 
were a natural fit,” says Valdez. “After a year of marriage, we 
knew that the next step was to start a business together, spe-
cializing in luxury design and remodeling. Our concept was to 
provide clients with a combined design and construction team 
to complete every detail of their project. People have totally 
embraced the comprehensive design and construction con-
cept and it has really taken off!”

Valdez takes a hands-on approach with each project, from 
making the design selections to personally designing all custom 
cabinetry, down to the final details such as placing each piece 
of cabinetry hardware. “Details are so important,” says Valdez, 
“They can make or break the design.”  The attention to detail has 
paid off for this dynamic duo in the form of more than twenty 
awards for their work over the last two years. Recent awards 
include the prestigious “Residential - Best in Show” award at the 
2018 Texas statewide American Society of Interior Designers Leg-
acy of Design Awards in Dallas, and also a 2018 National Remod-
eling Award at the National Association of the Remodeling Industry 
- Contractor of the Year Awards in Charlotte, NC for kitchen re-
modeling. “This is just the beginning,” says Valdez. “We have so 
much to be thankful for. It’s such a privilege to share our dream 
with our deserving clients one design at a time.”

Haven Design and Construction
210-996-9494   |   www.havendesignandconstruction.com

JANA 
Valdez,
Haven Design and Construction

MATTHEW NIEMANN 
PHOTOGRAPHY

LAURA HALEY 
PHOTOGRAPHY
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design

SPOTLIGHT

Boerne Kitchens 
and Baths 
Introduces 
Newport Brass

Boerne Kitchens and 
Baths is proud to repre-
sent Newport Brass, a 
luxurious line of plumbing 
fixtures that are custom 
made with each order. 
Just added to the Newport 
Brass line-up is this fau-
cet, The Vander, featuring 

smooth, sultry curves and in the increasingly popular Satin 
Gold finish. As with all Newport Brass fixtures, the faucet 
comes in 29 distinct fine finishes to coordinate with any 
décor and set your custom bathroom remodel apart. 

www.boernekitchensandbaths.com.

Modern Deck and Outdoors
Did you know that Modern Steel Services now has a deck 

and outdoor living division, too? Modern Deck and Outdoors 
offers aesthetic and functional options for your outdoor spaces. 
From decks to outdoor kitchens and metal railings to custom 
iron works, Modern Deck and Outdoors ensures no detail of 
your project will be overlooked. Our team of specialists work 
with customers to deliver their vision within budget and with-
out compromising quality. Modern Deck and Outdoors offers 
master craftsmanship and complete customer satisfaction on 
every project. www.moderndeckandoutdoors.com 

CG&S Design-Build Expands 
On Family Tradition 

Austin-based architecture and remodeling firm CG&S De-
sign-Build president Billy Guerrero has retired, selling his 
stake to his sister, CG&S general manager Dolores Guerrero-
Davis. Davis will take over Billy’s position as CG&S presi-
dent, keeping ownership of the firm within the Guerrero 
family, whose parents Clarence and Stella Guerrero founded 
in 1957. Together with her husband, co-owner and design 
manager Stewart Davis, Billy and Dolores guided CG&S 
into the 21st century with an ever-expanding push toward 
thoughtful architecture and design, reliable craftsmanship 
and innovative service. In the process, CG&S architects have 
offered interior design services for a number of clients, but 
have now hired an interior design-specific position as part of 
their formal expansion. www.cgsdb.com

The Best Gifts Come In Small Packages
Wrapped in a classic white, satin-lined gift box, Deborah 

Main’s heirloom-quality ornaments are the perfect holiday 
gift for any décor. Handcrafted with luxurious new and vin-
tage textiles, colorful ribbon and textured French trim, each 
elegant ornament is lovingly designed and created locally, with 
meticulous attention to detail, in the Austin studio of Deborah 
Main Designs. Featuring a sparkling vintage rhinestone button 
from the 1930’s – 1970’s, these distinctive, one-of-a-kind orna-
ments are collectible in their own right. Collect one, collect 
them all, and enjoy for many years to come! $95. Available 
online at www.deborahmaindesigns.com; custom orders avail-
able at orders@deborahmaindesigns.com or 512-447-9807.

PHOTO BY ANNIE RAY
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arts and culture

SPOTLIGHT

El Gaucho Winery’s 
Sunday Argentine Asados
El Gaucho Winery in Spicewood is 

ushering in the cooler weather with au-
thentic Argentine asado dinners held 
every Sunday. These traditional Argen-
tine barbecues will run from 12:30pm to 
6:00pm and feature food, live music and 
El Gaucho’s selection of Argentine wine. 
There are no tickets for the event, but res-
ervations can be made at 512-382-0620 or 
info@elgauchowinery.com.

8th Annual Wine & Swine, Austin
Sunday, November 18, 2:00 to 6:00pm
Central Texas’ top chefs will honor foods from different na-

tions at the All Around the World event, the popular annual 
pig roast that raises funds for culinary grants. This year, 20+ 
talented chefs will present dishes celebrating styles of cuisine 
from all over the world, complete with a culinary passport 
guide to attain the full global experience. The outdoor party in-
cludes live music, premium wine, beer and spirit tastings and 
plenty o’ pork. Stay tuned for tickets scheduled to go on sale 
soon. www.austinfoodwinealliance.org/events/wine-swine/

Bending Branch Winery Voted 
Third Best Tasting Room In The Country 

While Bending Branch Winery produces a number of 
award-winning wines, their Tasting Room also receives top 
recognition. USA Today’s 10 Best Readers’ Choice Awards 
voted Bending Branch Winery the No. 3 Best Tasting Room in 
the United States in a competition of 20 winery tasting rooms 
across the U.S. Open Thursday through Sunday for walk-in 
visitors, and larger groups by appointment, wine enthusiasts 
can also sample at the Branch on High tasting room in his-
toric Downtown Comfort. www.bendingbranchwinery.com

Winter Wonderland 
at the Circuit

November 24 – December 31, 
6:00 to 11:00pm
Circuit of  The Americas 

(COTA) announces the return 
of Austin’s brightest holiday 
tradition: Winter Wonderland 
at the Circuit. In addition to festive favorites like the Tunnel of Lights and Santa’s 
Craftshop, families can celebrate the holiday season with the Human Snow Globe, 
COTA Express Train Rides, Hot Air Balloon Float, an Ice Rink and much more. This 
year COTA will also be celebrating the Chinese Lantern Festival, a colorful celebra-
tion that immerses guests with the culture, music, arts and life of authentic China. 
Tickets are $16. www.ticketmaster.com/winterwonderland.

Conchas for the Cure:
La Familia Cortez Partners with Susan G. Komen 

During the month of October, all net proceeds from pink con-
chas purchased from Mi Tierra Café & Bakery will be donated to 
Susan G. Komen San Antonio in honor of Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month. Mi Tierra will also be selling a limited-edition Pan 
Dulce t-shirt that benefits Susan G. Komen San Antonio. 

www.mitierracafé.com
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AUDIO VISUAL
Bjorn’s

www.bjorns.com

210-828-3237

ASSOCIATIONS
Austin NARI

www.austinnari.org

512-375-2601

NARI San Antonio

www.remodelsanantonio.org

210-826-7200

CUSTOM CABINETRY & DESIGN
KingWood Fine Cabinetry

www.kingwoodcabinets.com

830-990-0565

CUSTOM GLASS WORK
Wimberley Glassworks

www.wgw.com

512-393-3316

CUSTOM METAL WORK
Architectural Metal Solutions/

Magnolia Doors

www.ams-gr.com

210-366-0490

GRANITE, STONE & FLOORING
Alpha Granite & Tile

www.alphagraniteaustin.com

512-834-8746

Pacific Shore Stones

www.pacificshorestones.com

Austin: 512-339-2300

San Antonio: 210-494-8282

The Tile Shop

www.tileshop.com

San Antonio-East: 210-998-5212

San Antonio-West: 210-201-8891

Austin-South: 512-420-4146

Austin-Gateway: 512-420-4152

Round Rock: 737-209-5204

HOME REMODELING
Avenue B Development

www.avenuebdev.com

512-910-9656

Boerne Kitchens and Baths

www.boernekitchensandbaths.com

830-446-1506

Haven Design and Construction

www.havendesignandconstruction.com

210-996-9494

INTERIOR DESIGN
Bella Villa Design

www.bellavillads.com

512-443-3200

Catrina’s Interiors

www.catrinasinteriors.com

830-331-9010

Dawn Hearn Interior Design

www.dawnhearn.com

512-930-0250

Haven Design and Construction

www.havendesignandconstruction.com

210-996-9494

KITCHEN & BATH
Cosentino Center Austin

www.northamericacosentinocenter.com

512-386-7791

Expressions Home Gallery

www.expressionshomegallery.com

Austin: 512-454-4526

San Antonio: 210-349-7878

Ferguson Bath, Kitchen 

& Lighting Gallery

www.fergusonshowrooms.com

Austin: 512-445-5140, 512-382-2032

San Antonio: 210-344-3013

Kohler Signature Store by 

FACETS of Austin

www.kohlersignaturestoreaustin.com

512-382-7939

ShelfGenie

www.shelfgenie.com/san-antonio

888-491-6191

LIGHTING
Lights Fantastic

www.lightsfantastic.com

512-452-9511

OUTDOOR LIVING
Modern Deck and Outdoors

www.moderndeckandoutdoors.com

512-410-2510

POOLS
Anthony Sylvan Pools

www.loveourpools.com

888-495-1537

Liquid Assets

www.liquidassets-pools.com

Austin: 512-444-5444

San Antonio: 210-680-7665

WINDOW COVERINGS 
& AWNINGS
Austintatious Blinds and Shutters

www.austintatiousblinds.com

512-608-0302

Texas Sun & Shade

www.txsunandshade.com

512-402-0990

A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X
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Austintatious Blinds and Shutters
12918 Shops Pkwy Ste 700
Bee Caves, Texas 78738

M-F: 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sun: Closed
512-608-0302
www.austintatiousshutters.com

Call now for a free consultation or come by
our state-of-the-art showroom!




